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SUBJECT: SECRETARY KISSINGER'S INTERVIEW WITH MANUEL 
BECERRA ACOSTA OF EXCELSIOR MEXICO CITY, 2/19/74 

BEGIN INTERVIEW: Q: DO YOU THINK, MR. SECRETARY, THAT THE 
WORLD ORDER IS GOING TO CONTINUE THE WAY IT HAS BEEN - IN 
A WAY, RUN BY THE GREAT POWERS? 

A: WELL, IT ISN'T TODAY REALLY RUN BY THE GREAT POWERS. IN 
SOME OF THEIR MILITARY PROBLEMS IT MAY BE RUN BY THE GREAT 
POWERS. IN MANY POLITICAL DECISIONS IT ISN'T RUN BY THE 
GREAT POWERS; AND IN MANY ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND SITUA- 
TIONS IT ISN’T RUN AT ALL BY THE GREAT POWERS - IF YOU 
THINK WHAT THE OIL PRODUCING COUNTRIES ARE DOING TO THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES. 
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SO I THINK, IN ANY EVENT, THAT OTHER COUNTRIES ARE GOING TO 
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COME UP AND THAT THE PRESENT GREAT POWERS WILL DECLINE IN 
RELATIVE INFLUENCE. 

Q: WHAT ROLE IS GOING TO BE PLAYED BY LATIN AMERICA IN THE 
THIRD WORLD IN THIS NEW SCHEME OF THINGS? 

A: WELL, LATIN AMERICA IS IN A VERY SPECIAL POSITION BE- 
CAUSE ON THE ONE HAND, IT IS RELATED TO THE UNITED STATES, 

AND ON THE OTHER HAND IT IS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD - 
SO IT CAN PERFORM A VERY USEFUL FUNCTION AS A BRIDGE BET- 
WEEN SOME OF THE NEW COUNTRIES AND SOME OF THE OLDER. 
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES. 

OUR VIEW, OF COURSE, IS THAT WE SHOULD STRENGTHEN THE 
COMMUNITY IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE WITHOUT IMPAIRING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A LATIN AMERICA TO PLAY ITS OWN SPECIFIC 
ROLE - AND I THINK LATIN AMERICA CAN BE A GOOD EXAMPLE, 

AND A MODERATING INFLUENCE AND AN INSPIRATION TO MANY 
PARTS OF THE THIRD WORLD. 

Q: WOULD THAT BE THE WAY OF DEVELOPMENT? 

A: THE WAY OF DEVELOPMENT, THE WAY OF POLITICAL EVOLUTION, 
AND THE WAY OF DEALING WITH GREAT POWERS, - ABOUT WHICH 
YOU HAVE FEWER COMPLEXES THAN SOME OF THE OTHER COUNTRIES. 

Q: CONSIDERING THE FACT THAT THERE ARE SO MANY POOR COUNT- 
RIES IN ASIA, AFRICA AND ALSO IN LATIN AMERICA, DO YOU 
THINK THAT THERE WILL BE A POLITICAL UNITY AMONG ALL THOSE 
COUNTRIES? 

A: PROBABLY NOT, BECAUSE THEY ARE DIVIDED BY MANY DIFFERENT 
POLITICAL CONCEPTIONS - BUT THERE WILL ALWAYS BE UNIT 
SYMPATHY. 

Q: I FEEL THAT THE MILITARY, GENERALLY, AND THE ECONOMIC 
POWER ARE OBSTACLES THAT STAND IN THE WAY TO PEACE. HOW 
CAN THERE BE PEACE UNLESS THERE IS DISARMAMENT ON THE ONE 
HAND, AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE ON THE OTHER? 
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A: I AM A STRONG ADVOCATE OF DISARMAMENT. I WAS INSTRU- 
MENTAL IN THE STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENT IN 1972, 
AND WE ARE WORKING OUT NOW A SIMILAR AGREEMENT FOR 1974, 
WHEN THE PRESIDENT GOES TO MOSCOW. 

ECONOMIC JUSTICE, WE ARE IN FAVOR OF. I THINK THE RECENT 
EVENTS HAVE SHOWN THAT IT APPLIES ON BOTH SIDES - IT 
SHOULD APPLY TO THE WEAK AS WELL AS TO THE STRONG. 
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Q: THERE IS ONE POINT THAT I DO WANT TO STRESS, THAT AS 
LONG AS THE BIG AND POWERFUL COUNTRIES ARE NOT DOING ANY- 
THING VERY SUBSTANTIAL TO HELP THE POOR MASSES OF THE 
WORLD, I DON'T THINK THAT THERE CAN BE EFFECTIVE PEACE - 
AT LEAST IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 

A: I THINK ONE SHOULD SEPARATE THE TWO PROBLEMS: 

I DON'T THINK THE THREAT OF WAR IS PRODUCED BY THE POOR 
PEOPLE. 

THE THREAT OF WAR IS USUALLY PRODUCED BY THE RICH PEOPLE 
BECAUSE THE POOR PEOPLE CAN’T AFFORD ARMAMENTS. 

BUT I DON'T THINK THERE CAN BE A SENSE OF JUSTICE UNLESS 
THE RICH COUNTRIES HELP THE POOR COUNTRIES. 

NOW IN THIS COUNTRY, WE ARE MAKING A BIG EFFORT TO SEE 
THAT WE CAN MAINTAIN THE LEVELS OF ECONOMIC AID BUT WE 
HAVE A MAJOR DOMESTIC PROBLEM BECAUSE IN THE LIGHT OF ALL 
THE THINGS THAT HAVE HAPPENED, OUR CONGRESS IS GETTING 
VERY RELUCTANT TO PASS LEGISLATION, AND THIS, FRANKLY, IS 
WHY I AM TAKING SUCH A LARGE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO 
MEXICO. 

TO MAKE SURE IF WE AGREE ON SOMETHING, THE CONGRESS WILL 
VOTE ON IT. 

Q: BUT AREN'T THE POOR MASSES SORT OF A THREAT TO THE 
RICH COUNTRIES, CONSIDERING WHAT YOU HAVE SAID ABOUT THE 
PRODUCTION OF WEALTH? 
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A: WE MUST HELP THE POOR MASSES - NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE A 
THREAT, BUT BECAUSE IT'S THE RIGHT THING TO DO. 

Q: BECAUSE IT'S THE RIGHT THING TO DO - BUT NOT A DUTY. 

A: IT IS A DUTY, A MORAL DUTY - 

Q: IN ORDER TO GET THE PEACE? 

A: NO, IT IS A MORAL DUTY. I WON’T RELATE IT SO MUCH TO 
THE QUESTION OF PEACE, BUT IT'S A DUTY, ANYWAY. 

Q: THE IDEOLOGY PREVAILING IN CHINA, DOES IT CONSTITUTE 
SOME SORT OF A POTENTIAL THREAT TO PEACE? 
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A: SO FAR, CHINA HAS BEEN VERY RESTRAINED AS FAR AS THEIR 
POLICY IN RECENT YEARS, AND WE HAVE A GOOD RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE PEOPLES REPUBLIC - 

Q: BUT NOW, CHINA IS BEGINNING TO OPEN OUT AND GO OUT INTO 
THE WORLD AND ESTABLISHING EMBASSIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
- INCLUDING LATIN AMERICA. 

A: I THINK LATIN AMERICAN CAN TAKE CARE OF ITSELF. 

Q: BUT THE - THE PEACE OF - 

A: WELL, AS LONG AS CHINA CONTINUES THE FOREIGN POLICY IT 

IS NOW CONDUCTING, IT IS NOT A THREAT TO THE PEACE. WE 
DON'T KNOW WHAT COULD HAPPEN IN FIVE YEARS. 

Q: JUST ONE MORE QUESTION, IF YOU PLEASE. WHAT CAN 
LATIN AMERICA EXPECT FROM THE UNITED STATES? 

A: I AM GOING DOWN TO PUT BEFORE MY COLLEAGUES, A SERIOUS 
PROGRAM OF THE NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LATIN AMERICA AND 
THE UNITED STATES. I WONT PROMISE ANYTHING THAT WE CAN'T 
DELIVER, - THERE ARE SOME AREAS IN WHICH I CANNOT BE TOO 
SPECIFIC BUT IN WHICH I WILL INDICATE IN WHICH DIRECTION 
WE CAN GO - THE MAJOR THING I CAN TELL YOU IS: I AM 
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GOING TO MEXICO IN ORDER TO SEE WHETHER W 
EEEEEEEE 
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